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The House met at 8 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TONKO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 2, 2021.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PAUL
TONKO to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 9:50
a.m.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF PAT DAUGHERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the life and legacy of Pat Daugherty, a
pillar of the Centre region and the
Penn State community.

Pat Daugherty owned and operated
the Tavern Restaurant for four decades
in State College, Pennsylvania. He was
a mentor to many, a friend to all, and
a champion for our community.

Sadly, Pat passed away on November
7 at the age of 75. While his absence has
been felt by friends, family, and loved
ones, the outpouring of anecdotes and
stories from those who have known Pat
over the years has illustrated what can
be truly described as a life well lived.

Pat first arrived in State College in
the early 1960s for his freshman year at
Penn State University and proceeded
to make the area home. He was a two-
time graduate of the university with a
bachelor’s and a master’s degree in
civil engineering.

While attending Penn State, Pat,
like many students, worked an off-
campus job. Pat’s place of employment
was a historic inn turned restaurant
called The Tavern. It would only be a
few years later that Pat would return
to The Tavern, this time as its owner.

For the next 40 years, Pat welcomed
students, staff, the Penn State nation,
and visitors of all kinds to his res-
taurant. He always greeted them with
a smile on his face and the goal to
treat each person like family.

Pat loved the community and loved
Penn State. He cared so much for his
town and would do everything he could
to make it a better place.

His drive to connect the community
to the college and the college to the
community was evident. Throughout
the years of owning The Tavern, Pat
employed hundreds of Penn State stu-
dents. He is beloved by generations due
to his years of mentorship.

He was always giving back; as an ac-
tive volunteer and avid sports lover,
Pat was a supporter of all Penn State
athletic programs. The Tavern estab-
lished several scholarships and an en-
dowment for freestyle wrestling.

Leading up to Penn State’s biggest
philanthropic event of the year, THON,
The Tavern was a frequent place for
fundraisers and team meetings. The
Tavern actively supported Mount
Nittany Medical Center, Nittany Val-
ley Symphony, Pennsylvania Chamber

Orchestra, as well as the Central Penn-
sylvania Festival of the Arts.

Pat was always putting his commu-
nity first. His passion to help others
and make the community a better
place did not go unnoticed, and his con-
tributions to State College cannot be
overstated.

In 1999, Penn State named him the
Renaissance Fund Honoree. This title
is an annual tribute to someone for a
lifetime of service to Penn State and
the State College community through
philanthropy and civic leadership. That
year, contributions to the Renaissance
Fund endowed three scholarships in
honor of Pat, his mother, and Tavern
alumni.

More than 20 years later, those schol-
arships are awarded to students with
outstanding academic records who
show the greatest financial need. Pat’s
philanthropy did not stop with the uni-
versity. He continued to work to better
the State College community, volun-
teering and serving among a variety of
organizations.

He was a member of the Downtown
Improvement District, where he played
a significant role in the planning of the
future of downtown State College. He
served on the board of the Chamber of
Business and Industry of Centre Coun-
ty and the Pennsylvania Restaurant
Association.

He was always ready to lend a help-
ing hand, and in 2019 the board of Cen-
tre County’s Constitution Day celebra-
tion awarded Pat the inaugural James
Madison Award for Civility in the Com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, I have fond memories of
meeting with Pat in the community
and especially on Capitol Hill, when he
would travel to Washington on behalf
of the Pennsylvania Restaurant Asso-
ciation. We often shared a laugh, and
during one visit he may have even
shared the recipe for the Tavern’s
world renown ‘‘Original Sin’’ cocktail
with my staff.
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Pat Daugherty’s work in the commu-
nity goes well beyond being a res-
taurateur. For more of his years he was
a pillar of the community, a mentor,
and an avid supporter of Penn State
University and the greater Centre re-
gion. Most of all, Pat was someone who
everyone called a friend.

I extend my sincere condolences to
Pat’s wife Ruth, his children, Sam and
Dawn, and his family and friends. Pat
will be so truly missed, and his legacy
will live on forever.

———

KEEP YOUR PROMISE TO CALDOR
FIRE VICTIMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the
Caldor fire raged in the Sierra Nevada
of California for 68 days last summer,
consuming more than 221,000 acres of
forestland, making it the 15th largest
and the 16th most destructive fire in
the history of California.

It literally wiped out the Gold Rush-
era town of Grizzly Flats, and for days
threatened the city of Liake Tahoe. It
destroyed nearly 800 homes, leaving
hundreds of families homeless and des-
titute.

On September 13, President Biden
visited the scene. On that occasion, of-
ficials from El Dorado County and the
California Governor’s Office of Emer-
gency Services apprised him of the
need to assist these displaced families.
He said, “We’re going to take care of
them. There’s a lot we can do, and it
starts off being a Federal responsi-
bility, in my view.”

The President was absolutely correct
in that assessment. The fire exploded
in the El Dorado National Forest that
was catastrophically overgrown due to
Federal environmental laws that have
made removal of excess timber all but
impossible.

According to local officials I have
spoken with, the excessive use of back-
fires by the Forest Service also appears
to have needlessly exacerbated the fire.
This fire is indeed a Federal responsi-
bility, and the Federal government
owes to every one of the fire’s victims
the full resources available to get them
back on their feet.

And yet, despite multiple appeals,
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency has refused to approve indi-
vidual assistance for the victims of the
Caldor fire.

The FEMA denial is a stunning dou-
ble standard when compared with as-
sistance granted in other fires that did
far less damage. For example, the Cali-
fornia Office of Emergency Services
identified nine other individual assist-
ance grants that FEMA approved in
2021 for fires that cumulatively de-
stroyed fewer homes than those de-
stroyed by the Caldor fire alone.

Survivors hoping to rebuild their
homes face an insurance deficit of
$200,000 or more. Many survivors are
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uninsured, and nearly all of them are
underinsured due to the severity of re-
cent wildfire seasons. Some survivors
who were able to remain on their prop-
erties still lack access to potable
water.

Moreover, residents of Grizzly
Flats—the town completely wiped out
by the fire—are disproportionately low-
income, elderly, and socioeconomically
vulnerable. Their homes and their be-
longings were all they had, and now
they have nothing.

Even those who did not lose their
businesses to the fire lost many
months of income as evacuations shut
everything down. The regional econ-
omy will continue to suffer if survivors
are not able to rebuild. Critical infra-
structure has been either damaged or
completely destroyed, including
schools, fire stations, and the Grizzly
Flats Post Office.

While local officials, residents, and
organizations are doing everything
they can to provide support to one an-
other and to rebuild, they will not be
able to recover without the Federal as-
sistance that they desperately need
and deserve.

Last year, FEMA denied the request
for individual assistance for the Creek
fire in Fresno and Madera counties.
When I appealed to President Trump to
correct this injustice, he immediately
reversed FEMA’s decision and granted
individual assistance to these home-
owners.

President Biden made a solemn
promise to the victims of the Caldor
fire to help them rebuild. He personally
saw the damage and heartbreak caused
by the fire. He has the authority to re-
verse FEMA’s denial and fulfill his
promise. I have now written three let-
ters to him drawing this to his atten-
tion and making this request. So far, I
have not even received the courtesy of
a response.

“We’re going to take care of them,
and there’s a lot we can do.” Those
were the President’s words spoken to
these families in September. These
families have now passed their first
Thanksgiving without their homes and
many without their livelihoods that
were taken from them by this Federal
fire. They are approaching a dismal
Christmas, waiting and praying for the
President to fulfill his promise.

I appeal to the President to use his
authority to keep his promise to the
victims of the Caldor fire. As President
Trump did for the victims of the Creek
fire, I call upon him to reverse FEMA’s
outrageous decision and release the
funds these families are depending
upon to rebuild their lives and their
communities.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 10 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

December 2, 2021
O 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
10 a.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Just and merciful God, You have
promised to open Your gates that the
righteous nation that keeps the faith
may enter in.

Lord, we confess our unrighteousness
and our faithlessness both as a country
and as individuals. Show us the paths
of right behavior and restore our faith
in You.

Gracious God, You give peace to
those whose minds remain fixed on
You, whose trust in You gives them
certainty in all life’s challenges.

Lord, we confess that we have lost
our sense of purpose and our ability to
trust anything or anyone, even You.
Show us the way You would have us go
and restore our confidence in Your de-
sire as You guide our lives.

Eternal God, You are our rock and
our redeemer.

Lord, we confess that we fail to lean
on You and instead depend solely on
our own feeble abilities. Show us the
strength of Your steadfast love and re-
store to us the promise of Your salva-
tion, that we may enter into Your
gates with praise and thanksgiving.

In Your saving name we pray.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. DEUTCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute

speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, as we
begin to hear stories of the victims,
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